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Nowhere is it more evident that the catechism can be prayed than in
Luther's exposition of the Lord's Prayer. All true prayer finds the seed around
which it can crystallize in the Lord's Prayer. The Lordls Prayer is both the
source and norm ofall Christian praying. From the Lord's Prayer all other
petitions, intercessions, supplications, and thanksgivings are derived. At the
iame time, the Lord's Prayer serves to govern all for which the Christian prays,
distinguishing true prayers based on the Lord's commands and promises from
false prayers grounded in sinful desire and arising in contradiction to the
Word of God. Such prayer is prompted hy the Holy Spirit fas Luther thus
emphasized]: "Wherever there is a Christian, there is none other than the Holy
Spirit, who does nothing but pray without ceasing..'A Christian without prayer
is just as impossible as a living person without a pulse"'
The Lord's Prayer is God's Word to us, and as this word is received by
faith itbecomes our words to God. As Helmut Thielicke points out: "Prayer is
not our action but our reaction. It bases itself on the preceding Word of God
which makes it possible." This is why Luther puts so much stock in the Lord's
Prayer. Because this prayer is given to us by Christ, when we utter its petitions
we may be certain that God is pleased with what we ask for because He has
taught us to pray in this way.
[Dr. fames Nestingen observes:] "The catechism's explanation of the
Lord's Prayer begins with the Father's tender invitation to pray and ends with
the command and promise of God. Luther's theology of prayer is a reflection of
the theology of the cross. The Teri Commandments set out the requirementS of
creaturely life, incumbent by creation; the Creed declares the gifts of the
Triune God; the Lord's Prayer gives voice to the circumstances of the believer
living in the world of the nomo.s [aw) in the hope of the Gospel' Luther's
explanations ofthe Lord's Prayer arise from such an analysis ofthe situation of
faith. Barraged by the relentless demands of the law, under assault by the
powers of this age yet gripped in the hope of the Gospel, the believer learns
where to seek and obtain that aid. So, while exposing the Lord's Prayer at its
first level, as instruction in how to pray, Luther is at the same time describing
the contention in which faith lives, giving Ianguage for the rhythm of death and
resurrection that is the hallmark of the ]ife in Christ' At this level, the Lord's
Prayer is a cry wrung from the crucible, an exposition of the shape of life lived
under the sign of the cross in the hope of the resurrection. Each petition of this
prayer is a diagnosis of our neediness and a promise of Godrs mercy.
--John T. Pless, Praying,Luther's Small Catechism
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In the Name oI the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Apostle's Creed
Hymn
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A Mlghty Fortress is Our God (LSB 656)
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The Small Catechism:
Father who art in

hallnwedbeTlw name,

Thry kingdam come,

Th4

wil.l,

it is in'h,eaven, Giue us thX day our dailry bread; and forgiue w our
forgive thpse wha trespdss against us; andlead us not into temptation, but
del,iuer us from evil,, For Thine is th,e kingdom and the power and the gbr'1 forever and eorcr.
be done on edrth as

trespdsses as we

Amen.

What does this rnean? 'With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that
He is our tme Father and that we are His rrue children, so that with all boldness
and confidence we may ask Hkn as dear children ask their dear Father.
Holy Father, with Your words You tenderly invite us to believe that You are
our true Father and we are Your true children. Give us boldness and
confidence to trust Your promises and so petition You as dear children
addressing their dear {ather; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

In Christ

Jesus

you are

al1

sons of God, through faith.

-Galatians 3:26
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abbal Fatherl" The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.
-Romans B: 15-16
given
See what kind of love the Father has
to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is
that it did not know

Him.

-1 john 3:1

Dail"v

Readinss

First

Readinsr

Second Readiner

Sunday (10/78) Deuteronomy 30': L-20 Matthew 19 l-I5
Monday (10/29) Deuteronomy 37 1-29 \4atthew 19: L640
Tuesday (10/30) Deuteronomy 31 30-32:27 Matrhew 7U 1,16

'!7ed.

(107311 Deuteronomy 32,28-33:29 Matthew ?-0:1734
Thursday (1t711 Deuteronomy 34:1-77 Matthew 2L L-22
Matthew Z|'t 2346
Friday (11/7) Jeremiah 7: t 19
Matthew 72: l-72
Saturday (11/3) Jeremiah 3t 642

Praiers: Col.lect for the Week and Praler Petitions for the Church
Almrghtv and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful
people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in
times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your
Church Your saving peacei through Jesus Chrisq Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Ho[y Spirit, one God, now and {otever.

Amen.
Mondavr Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one's
calling and daih work; that the Church's proclamation of Christ's victory
over sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.
Tuesdavr Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing,
the tortured and oppressed and for allwho are struggiing against sin.
Wednesdavr Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that
God's love would be gmnted by the Holy Spirit and believed by al1who hear.
Thursdav: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parenm
and chiidren live in ordered harmony according to the !7ord of God; pray
also for parents who must raise children alone.
Fridavr Pray for all who suffer in the body, that they would be smengthened to
endure their troubles. Pray especially for these who have requested our
prayem; Alvine, Pat, Bob, Gene, Kim, Malcolm, Thomas, MaryJane,'Wanda,
Ron, James, Jeanine, Joann, Michael, Beclcy, Sandy, Ra.,rmond, Ella, David,
Janice, Lazarus, Steve, Josh, Joe, Dorothy, CrTnthia, Riclcy and Betsy.
Saturdavr Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are
withering in the faith or have fallen away; pmy for receptive hearts and minds
to God's'!7ord on the Lord's Day; for pastors and the people as they prepare
to administer and receive Christ's holy gifts.
Sundavr Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is
dsen from the dead. Pray that the Holy Spirit would keep us faithful to the
'$7ord
and that we would live each day in confidence of our salvation through
Christ alone.
Close !our deqotion with the Lord's Praler and. the Morninp or E$ening Pra\er
{rom the Small Catechisms.

Lookine Fonvard to All Saint's Dav

Otd Testan\enti Revelation 7t 2,17
Psal.mt 149 (antiphonv. 4)
Epistl,e: l John 3: 13
Gospel: Matthew 5r l,LZ
This Week's Gospel

Text-|ohn

B: 31-36

,,So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, oolf you abide
in my word, you are truly my disciples,'and you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free." "They answered him,
"'We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved
to anyone. Hbw is it that you say, 'You will become free'?"
"Jesus answered them,'oTruly, truly,I say to you, everyone
who practices sin is a slave to sin. "The slave does not remain
in the house forever; the son remains f,orever. "So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.

