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We do not pray to know God's will as though we were agnostics
who do not know what the will of God is, Luther identifies God's will as

good and gracious. God's will is that sinners be turned from their
unbelief and live by faith in FIis Son. In short, God's will is the sinnerrs

salvation. Under the second question inclu{ed in Luther's explanation,
he gives a succinct definition of God's will in both its negative and
positive dimensions. Negatively, Gods'will is done in His alien work as

He breaks and hinders the schemes of the devil, the powers of the
world; and drives of sinful flesh-all of which actively oppose God's will
as they despise His name and resist His kingdom. Luther's own prayer,
included in the Large Catechism, captures the negative aspect of the
petition: "Dear Father, your will be done and not the will of the devil or
of'our enemies, nor of those who would persecute and suppress your
holy Word or prevent your kingdom from coming; and grant that we
may bear patiently and overcome whatever we must suffer on its
account, so that our poor flesh may not yield or fall away through
weakness or sloth." Luther understands this petition as a battle cry
against God's enemies. To pray "Thy will be done" is to enter the fray.

Positively, God's will is done when He strengthens us and keeps

us firm in His Word and faith to the end of our earthlSr life' In short,
Luther says, "This is His good and gracious will." God's will is that His
name be hallowed and His kingdom come. The hallowing of Godrs name
and the coming of His kingdom are tied to His Word and faith. The
previous two petitions are tiedtogether with the Third Petition.

We learn to pray this petition from ]esus Himself, who prayed in
that nocturnal episode in Gethsemane: "My Father, if this cannot pass

unless I drink it, Your will be done" (Matthew 2 6:42).And we learn that
the doing of God's will involves the cross and suffering. This aspect is
especially accented in the Large Catechism, and it is completely
consistent witn* the reformer's understanding of the necessity of the
cross in the Christian life. Here, as well as on other occasions, Luther
observes thatwhere God's Word is preached and believed, there the
holy cross will also be present: "For where Godls Word is preached,
accepted or believed and bears fruit, there the holy and precious cross
wiil also not be far behind" (LC III 65; K:W 448-449).

--]ohn T. Pless, Praying Luther's Small Catechism



Inuocation
In the Name o{ the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spitit. Amen.
Apostle's Creed

Hynrn : Savior of the Nations Come (LSB 332)
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The Smal.l Catechism:
The Lord's Praverr The third Petition

Our Father who art in hal.l.owedbe Tl"ry name, Thry kingdom come,

Giue us tl-Lis dq our d"ail4 bread; andforgtue us

our t:res}clsses as we forgiue those who tleslass against us; and l"ead us not into tem\tation,

but del.iuer us from euil, For Thine is the kingdom and tl're powu and the glory foreuer and

euer. Amen,

What does th.is rnean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without

our prayer, but we ptay in this petition that it may be done among us also'

Horu is God's wil,l, done! God's will is done when He breaks and hinders every

evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful natrlrre, which do not

want us to hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; and when He

strengthens and keeps us firm in His \Vord and faith until we die. This is His

good and gracious will.

Hao.te I any pl"easure in the death of the wicked" declares the Lord God, and not rather that.

h"e shoul"d turn frornltis wq andl.ivel 'Ezekiel 18123

God desires at"l, peopl.e to be saued and to come to the knowlndge of the uuth.
- 1. Timotlq 2:4

on earth as it is in hea

will.

Merci{ul Father, Your kingdom comes by itself without prayers, but we

implore You to let it come to us also. Give us Your Holy Spirit, heavenly

Father, that by Your grace we believe Your Word and lead godly lives here in
time and hereafter in eternity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and

with You and tjhe Holy Spirit, ever one God. Amen.reigns



Dailr Readinss First Reading: Second Readins:

Sunday (12./2) Isaiah 8:9-9:7 1 Peter 4: l'19
Monday (17/3) Isaiah 9: 8-10111 1 Peter 5t l'14
Tuesday . (lZ/$ Isaiah L0: L2,77a,3334 2 Peter 1: l'71
\7ed. (12/5) Isaiah L1:1.-I2,6 2 Peter 2: 7-27

Thursday (12/6) Isaiah 14123 ZPeter 3: 1'18

Friday (12771 lsaiah Z4r L.13 l John 1t1-Z:14

Saturday (12/S) Isaiah 74: L4-25r12 TJoTnZ; 15'29

Pralers: Coll.ect f or the Veek and Praler Petitions for the Church
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that byYour protection we may be

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for you live and teign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever. Amen.

Mondavr Pray for faith to live in the ptomises of Holy Baptism and fot one's

calling and daihwork; that the ehurch's proclamation of Christ's victory

over sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.

Tuesdavr Pray for deliverance ftom temptation and evil; for the despairing,

the tortured and opptessed and for a1l who are struggling against sin.

Wednesdav: Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that

God's love would be granted by the Holy Spirit and believed by all who hear.

Thursdavr Pray for matriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents

and children live in ordered harmony according to the '$7ord of God; pray

also for parents who must raise children alone.

Fridavr Pray for all who suffer in the body, that they would be strengthened to

endure their troubles. Pray especially for these'who have requested our
prayers: Alvine, Pat, Bob, Gene, Kim, Malcolm, Thomas, MaryJane, Wanda,

Ron, James, Jeanine, Joann, Michael, Becky, Sandy, Raymond, David, Janice,

Steve, Josh, Joe, Dorothy, Cynthia, Ri"Ly, Betsy and Lori.

Saturdavr Pray fot faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are

withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds

to God's \Uord on the Lord's Day; fot pastors and the people as they prepare

to administer and teceive Christ's holy gifts.

Sundav: Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is

risen from the dead. Pray that the Holy Spirit would keep us faithful to the
'Vford and that we would live each day in confidence of our salvation through

Christ alone.



Looking Forward to the Second Sundav in Advent "Popu.lus Zion"

Old Testament: trdalachi4t L"6

Psal.m: 50r 1.,15 (antiphon v. 15)

Epistle: Romans L5t 4.L3
Gospeh Luke 21": 25.36

This Week's el Text-Matthew 21:7-9

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples,'saying to them, "Go into
the village io flelt of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me.'If anyone says
anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord needs them,' and he will send
th6m atbnce." -This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet
saying,
'ooS&y to the daughter of Zion,
'Behold, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden."'

.The disciples wsnt and did as Jesus had directed them.'They brought thr
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them.
,Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.'And the crowds
that went before him and that followed him were shouting, "Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!"


