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The Seventh Petition summarizes all that has been requested in

the Lord's Prayer. Like the other petitions, it is pointedly and aggressively
aimed against the devil, who is a liar and murderer from the beginning
(John 8:44). He ultimately stands behind the diversity of evil. Against

him all the individual petitions of the Lord's Prayer are directed. This
petition embraces the evil-whether spiritual or physical- that may
happen to us in this life, as demonstrated by Luther's use of the phrase

"every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation." It is as though
Luther were pulling into summation everything confessed of the Ten

Commandments, Creed, and first six petitions of the Lord's Prayer.

Although the devil's might is real, Christians are equipped to pray against

the evil one with boldness and confidence, in a good conscience, as those

who are children of the Father in heaven. Luther is both graphicand
biblical in his depiction of Satan's potency and the reach of his infernal
domain: "This petition includes all the evil that may befall us under the
devil's kingdom: poverty, disgrace, death, and in short, all the tragic
misery and heartache, of which there is so incalculably much on earth.
For because the devil is not only a liar but a murderer as well, he

incessantly seeks our life and vents his anger by causing accidents and

injury to our bodies. He crushes some and drives others to insanity; some

he drowns in water, and many he hounds to suicide and other dreadful
catastrophes" (LC lll 115; K-UU 455).

These evils are not just banalities that happen in a broken world;
Luther sees them as rooted in a malevolent and personal being identified
in the Scriptures as the devil. Human beings-Christians included-are
susceptible to his tactics, so we are to pray to the Father for rescue' The
rescue for which we are emboldened to pray is both temporal and

eternal. The final petition of the Lord's Prayer is uttered against the
eschatological horizon: "and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a

blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself
in heaven." Werner Elert wisely noted: "Some live in the light of the Last

Day, others in its shadow." Christians live in its light and so pray with
confident hope for the final deliverance through the darkness of death
into the radiance of heaven's unfailing light.

-John T. Pless, Praying Luther's Small Catechism



Invocation
ln the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Hol-v Spirit. Amen.

Apostle's Creed

Ilynn : 7*tA1l Together Praise Our God (LSB 389)

Daily Psalm Reading:

Sunday,
\4onday,
Tr-resdav'
'W'ednesdar',

Thursdai',
Fridav,

Sarurdav

Morning:
89 1.4,14.18
111,1-6,10
113

62,5.8,11.72
108:1.6,72.13
40, 6-10

37 
' 
34-40

Evening:

132
8

Z1

9B

110

65
10

The Small Catechism:
The Lord's Praver: The Seventh Petition

Our Father whn art inl',.eauen,hal.LoweCbeTnl name, Th1 kingdom come, Tlt"y will,be

done on earth as it is in l',.eaven. Gi+,e us tlis d{xj our dail4 bread; and forgtue us our

as we those who uespass agairlsttls; and lead us not into temptation.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and euer. Amen.

What does this mean?We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in

heaven would resclte us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and

repLrtation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and

graciously take us from this vailey of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

The LORD wil.l. keep 11ou from al.l. evil"; He o"uil,l. keep yur Life. The LORD wil'\. keep yur
going out and lour coming in from this time forth and foreowmore.

Psalm 121, 7-B

But th.e Lord is f aithful. He wil.l" estabLish 1ou and g.Lard you agairct th.e euil. one.

2 Thessalonians 3:3

Deliuer me from w:y enemia, O my God; protect me from those who rise up against me'

Psalm 59:1

Clwist gave Hinxel.f for our slru to del.iq,er us from the present evil age, according n the wri'.

of our God and Fatlwr, to whombe the glory forewer and erter. Amen'
Galatians 1, 4-5

deliver w from

Our Father in heaven, rescue us from every evil o{ body and soul, possessions

and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end

and graciously take us from this valley of sorrows to Yourself in heaven;

through Jesus Chdst, our Lord. Amen.



Dal.y.Readlngs First Readine: Second Readiner

Sunday (lZ73g1 lsaiah 58:1*59,3,14-ZI Luke 7:2648
Monday (L27311 Lsaiah60:1-ZZ Luke i: 39,56

Tuesday (L/l) lsaiah 6i, f-i1 Luke 1:57-80'!Ued. (1/2) Isaiah 62: 7-12 Luke 2: 1.20

Thursday (L/3) Isaiah 63: 1-14 Loke 2:21-40
Friday (1/q Isaiah 63: 15-65:7 Luke 2, 47.52

Saturday (l/5) Isaiah 65: 8-25 Luke 3: 1-20

Praver* Collect lor the Week and Praver Petitions (or tlte Clturclt
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Himwho made Himself to be like us;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Mondavr Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one's

calling and daily work; that the Church's proclamation of Christ's victory
over sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.

Tuesdav: Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing,

the tortured and oppressed and for a1l who are sttuggling against sin.

Wednesday: Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that
God's love would be granted by the Holy Spirit and believed by ail who hear.

Thursdavr Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and

children live in ordered harmony according to the \ford of God; ptay also {or
parents who must raise children alone.

Fridayr Pray for all who suffer in the body, that they would be strengthened to

endure their troubles. Pray especially for these who have requested our
prayeffi: Alvine, Pat, Bob, Gene, Kim, Malcolm, Thomas, MaryJane,'W'anda,

Ron, James, Jeanine, Joann, Michael, Becky, Sandy, Raymond, Janice, Steve,

Josh, Joe, Dorothy, Ricky, Dottie, Ron, Betsy and Lori.
Saturdav; Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are

withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds

to God's'Word on tl-re Lord's Day; for pastors and the people as they prepare

to administer and receive Christ's holy gifts.

Sundav: Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is

risen from the dead. Pray drat the Holy Spirit would keep us faithful to the
'!7ord and that we would live each day in confidence of our saivation through

Christ alone.



Lookine Forward to the EpiphanY o{ our Lord

O.Tr Isaiah 6U l'6
Psalmt 24 hntiphon w 7)

Epistler Epltesians 3t 1'12

Gospel: Mattltew 2: 1'12

This Week's Gospel Text-Luke 2: 22-40 (below: verses 25-35)

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this

man was righteous and devout,^waiting for the consolation of Israel, and

the Hoiy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the

Hoty Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's

Christ. " Andhe came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the

Law,28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29 "Lord,now you are-letting your servantH depart in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation3r that you have prepared in the presence ofall peoples,
32 aliglttfor revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel."
::5d his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.
3o And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, o'Behold, this

child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign

that is opposed 
35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),

so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."


