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For the week fotlowing the Baptism of Our Lord

January 13-January 70,2079 A.D.

In view of the marvelous blessings that Baptism brings, I am
amazed at how complacent many people are about their Baptism. Everyone
over the age of'3 or 4 knows his or her birfh date, but do you know the date
of your Baptism? It would seem odd if sonieone said they attached no
significance to their birth, but this is exactly the attitude many people take
concerning their Baptism. Paul tells.us in Titus that when we are baptized,
God saves us and the Holy Spirit gives us a new birth and a new life [Titus
3:4-7). This is definitely noi insignificant; In his Pentecost sermon, Peter
preached: "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of ]esus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children" [Acts 2:38-
39J. This is definitely something important. It is such a comfort to
understand the full significance of Baptism: It preserves us in the true faith,
calls us to repentance daily, and immerses us in the love of Christ and the
forgiveness 

:t?H'*".e baptized as children and some later in life. It
makes no difference; the message is the same. Baptism marks us as

children of the heavenly Father.ln Baptism, we have been buriedinto the
death of Christ so all the benefits of His death become ours. In Baptism, we
have risen with Christ to a new life, a spiritual life in which we now live
forgiven of all our sins. In our new life, we glori$r God because we live our
life in repentance. This is precious water, this water of Baptism. It is water
empowered by the Word of God. Thus it is a water of life, a water that
empowers us to be God's children. If we doubt that Baptism can bring such
a blessing, all we need to do is remember the Father's proclamation from
heaven: "This is mybeloved Son, with whom I am well pleasedf' [Matthew
3:77).Will God look on us, who have been baptized in His beloved Son, any
less favorably?

When the baptized children of God hear or read the account of
]esus' baptism, they know that it is also about their Baptism. As we see

|esus walking up out of the water, we see ourselves walkingwith Him. As
we hear the voice of the Father, we hear God saying "You are Mybeloved
child, with whom I am well pleased." As we see the Spirit descending on

Jesus in the form of a dove, we see the Spirit descending on us because we
have been baptized into the name and into the death of Jesus [Romans 6: 1-
11).

--Daniel Preus, lrVhy I am a Lutheran



Inqtocation
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and o{ the Holy Spirit. Amen'

Apostle's Creed

Hymn : To Jordan Came the Christ Our Lord (LSB 407)

D ail.l P s al.m Readings :

Evening:

Sundayr
Monday,
Tuesday:
'!Tednesday:

Thursdayr
Fridayr
Saturday

]vlorning:
37:1-7
1.04:27,30
2911".1.1

361 1,10

76:7'12
44, t'76
1"5

51

79
79
54
L)t
1a,l
L L'f

tz6

Th.e Smal.l. C ate chism :

Baptismr The First Part

Wh.at is Baqtisn\!
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command-

and combined with God's word.

Wh,ich is that word of God!
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew; "Therefore go and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 28:19)

Lord Jesus Christ, You instituted Baptism, which is not just plain water but
water included in Your command and combined with Your word when You

said, "There{ore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." Grant us always to

cherish our Baptism, trusting in the promises You make to us there, and so by

this gift come to receive the inheritance o{ eternal life; for You live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might sanctify her,

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word.
-Ephesians 5t 25'26

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot

enter the kingdom of God. That which is bom of the flesh is flesh, and that

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
,John 3r 5,6



Daih Readinss First Readinsr Second Readins:

Sunday (l/13) Ezekiel 36t 1.3.78 Romans 4: t'25
Monday (1/14 Ezekiel 36:3347: 14 Romans 5, L'21.

Tuesday (1/15) Ezekiel 37: t5-28 Romans 6:1'23
'!7ed. (1/16) Ezekiel 38: l-23 Romans 7:120
Thursday (1/17) Ezekiel 39t 7-79 Romans 7t Z1-8:I7
Friday (1/18) Ezekiel 40 l4;43t l,tZ Romans B: 1839

Saturday (1/19) Ezekiel 44,7-76,23-79 Romans9: 1'18

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You
proclaimed HimYour beloved Son and anointed Himwith the Holy Spirit'
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with him o{ everlasting life; through the same Jesus

Christ, our lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever. Amen.
Mondavr Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one's

caling and daily work; that the Church's proclamation of Christ's victory

over sin, death and the devil would bring comfott to the lost and erring.

Tuesdavr Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing,

the tortured and oppressed and for all who are struggling against sin.

Wednesdavr Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that

God's love would be granted by the Holy Spirit and believed by allwho hear.

Thursdavr Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents

and children live in ordered harmony according to the'Word of God; pray

also for parents who must raise children alone.

Fridav: Pray for all who suffer in the body, that they would be strengthened to

endure their troubles. Pray especially for these who have requested our

prayers: Alvine, Pat, Bob, Gene, Kim, Malcolm, Thomas, MaryJane,'Wanda,

Ron, James, Jeanine, Joann, Michael, Becky, Sandy, Raymond, Sheketa,

Janice, Steve, Josh, Joe, Dorothy, Riclry, Ron, Betsy and Lori.

Saturdavr Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the tenewal of those who are

withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds

to God's \7ord on the Lord's Day; for pastors and the people as they preparc

to administer and receive Christ's holy gifts.

Sundavr Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is

risen ftom the dead. Pray that the Holy Spirit would keep us faithful to the

\ilord and that we would live each day in confidence of our salvation through

Christ alone.
Close lour deqotion with the Lord's Praler and. the Morninq or E$enins Praler

from the Small Catechisms.



Lookine Forward to the Second Sundav a{ter the Epiphanv

O.T.: Exodus 33t L2"23

Psal,m: 67
Epistle: Ephesians * 2243
Gospelr John 21 1.11

The Baptism of Jesus

"Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptizedby
him. "John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptizedby
you, and do you come to me?" 'uBut Jesus answered him,ool-et it be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he
consented. "And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; "and
behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son,with whom I
am well pleased."

This Week s Gospel Text-Matthew 3: 13-17


