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"Amen" is the great word of faith. It is the confession that God's
promises are true, reliable, and trustworthy. To pray according to God's
command and promise is to call upon the Father with the certainty born
of faith, that is, with all boldness and confidence'that He is not deaf to
our cries but hears and answers according to His good and gracious will.
Sometimes learning to utter the "Amen'r is the hardest part of prayer,
for with this word we commit our petitions to the Father who hears us

not because of our many words stacked one upon another, as though we
would be heard on account of the length, sincerity, or persuasiveness of
our speech, but because He is our Father. The catechism teaches us to
pray on the strength of the Amen in the way of 2 Corinthians 1:20,
where Paul says all the promises of God find theirYes in Christ.

So Luther's explanation of the Lordfs Prayer ends where it
began: yrith faith. Luther underscores the fact that "the efficacy of
prayer consists in our learning also to sa5{ Amen to it-that is, not to
doubt that our prayer is surely heard and will be answered. This word
is nothing else than an unquestioning word of faith on the part of the
one w1ro does not pray as a matter of luck but knows that God does not
lie because he has promised to grant it. V/here there is no faith like this,
there also can be no true prayer" (Large Catechism lll1'19'L20; K-W
456). Prayer is the voice of faith that clings to the promises of God and is
bold to call upon Him on this basis. Prayer depends on the promise of
Christ ]esus that gives us "the ground to nag and pester the Promisor".
(--Steven Paulson, Lutheran Theology,, London: T&T Clark, 20t1,205.)
The Father delights in such nagging and pestering when His children
rub His promises into His ears with the Amen of faith. The Amen links
God's Word and faith in opposition to doubt. Luther echoes this in the
final stanza of his catechetical hymn on the Lord's Prayer:
"Amen, that is, so shall it be.
Make strong our faith in You, thatwe
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Your name and atYour Word
We say, "Amen, 0 hear ut Lord! (LSB766:9)

--|ohn T. Pless, Praying Luther's Small Catechism



Inuocation
In the Name of the Father and o{ the Son and of the Holy Spirit' Amen'

Apostle's Creed

Hynr,n ; O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (LSB 395)
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The Lord's Praverr The Conclusion
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'What does this rnean! This means that I should be certain that these petitions

are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has
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means "yes, yes, it shail be so."

way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen
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Bless the LORD, O mry soul, and forget not aLJ' His benefits, who forgiues al'l' your iniquitl'

qtho l'reak a1\yow diseasu, -Psalm 103t Z'3
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Daih Readings FirstReadingr Second Readiner

Sunday (l/6) isaiah 661.70 Luke3:7128
Monday (1/7) Ezekiel L: L-74,2L28 Romans L L-L7

Tuesday (1/8) Ezekiel L 1-3:11 Romans 1:1832
\fed. (L/9) Ezekiel ! 1LZ7 Romans L L,I6

Thursday (L/10) Ezekiel 7& L4,79,37 Romans 7:17.29
Friday (1/11) Ezekiel 33 1-20 Romans 3: 1'18

Saturday (1/12) Ezekiel 34: l-74 Rbmans 3:1941

Pralers: Col.l.ect for the'Week and Praler Petitions lor the Church
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people vzho call upon You

and grant that they both perceive and know what things they ought to do

and also mayhave gmce and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spfuit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Mondavr Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one's

calling and daih work; that the Church's proclamation of Christ's victory

over sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.

Tuesdav: Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing,

the tortured and oppressed and fot allwho are stmggling against sin.

Wednesdavr Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that

God's love would be granted by the Holy Spirit and believed by a1lwho hear.

Thursdavr Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents

and children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; pray

also for parents who must raise childten alone.

Fddey, Pray for allwho suffer in the body, that they would be strengthened to

endure their troubles. Pray especially for these who have requested our

prayersr Alvine, Pat, Bob, Gene, Kim, Malcolm, Thomas, Mary Jane, 
'!Uanda,

Ron, James, Jeanine, Joann, Michael, Bedcy, Sandy, Raymond, Sheketa,

Janice, Steve, Josh, Joe, Dorothy, Ri"Ly, Ron, Betsy and Lod.

Saturdavr Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who ate

withering in the faith or have fallen away pmy for receptive hearts and minds

to God's'Word on the Lord's Day; for pastots and the people as they prepare

to administer and receive Christ's holy gifts.

Sundavr Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is

risen from the dead. Pmy that the Holy Spirit would keep us faithful to the
'S7ord and that we would live each day in confidence of our salvation through

Christ alone.



Looking Forward to the First Sundav after the Eoiphanv

O.T.: l Kings 8r 6,13
Psal.rn: 50: 1-15 (antiphon: c,. 1.5)

Epistle: Romans lh 1,5

Gospel: Lukeh 4L-52

This Week's Text-Matthew 2;7-72

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men, from the east came to Jerusalem,,saying, "Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose, and have come to worship
him." "When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;
.and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. ,They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet:
."'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel."'
,Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared, "And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have foun$ him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him." ,After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. ,When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
,'And going into the house; they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and 

_w. 
orshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and

fiankincense and myrh. "And being wamed in a dreain not to return-to Hdrod, they
departed to their own country by another way.


