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Excerpts from The Large Catechism—Baptism (Part III) 
 

 I encourage again that these two—the water and the Word—
by no means be separated from each other and parted. For if the 
Word is separated from it, the water is the same as the water that 
the servant cooks with. It may indeed be called a bathkeeper’s 
baptism. But when the Word is added, as God has ordained, it is a 
Sacrament. It is called Christ’s Baptism. Let this be the first part 
about the holy Sacrament’s essence and dignity. 
 
 In the second place, since we know now what Baptism is and 
how it is to be regarded, we must also learn why and for what 
purpose it is instituted. We must learn what it profits, gives, and 
works. For this also we cannot find a better resource than Christ’s 
words quoted above, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved” [Mark 16:16]. Therefore, state it most simply in this way; the 
power, work, profit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism is this—to save [1 
Peter 3:21]. For no one is baptized in order that he may become a 
prince, but, as the words say, that he “be saved.” We know that to 
be saved is nothing other than to be delivered from sin, death, and 
the devil [Colossians 1: 13-14]. It means to enter into Christ’s 
kingdom [John 3:5], and to live with Him forever.  
 
 Here you see again how highly and preciously we should 
value Baptism, because in it we receive such an unspeakable 
treasure. This also proves that it cannot be ordinary, mere water. For 
mere water could not do such a thing. But the Word does it and, as I 
said above, so does the fact that God’s name is included in Baptism. 
Where God’s name is, there must also be life and salvation [Psalm 
54:1]. So Baptism may certainly be called a divine, blessed, fruitful, 
and gracious water. Such power is given to Baptism by the Word 
that it is a washing of new birth, as St. Paul also calls it in Titus 3:5. 
   

 
 

The Transfiguration 
17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John 
his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he 
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it 
is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one 
for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking 
when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on 
their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no one but Jesus only.9 And as they were coming down the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the 
Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  
 
Collect of the Day (For the Transfiguration of Our Lord):  
 
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. 
In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully 
foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the 
King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in 
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.    



u    Daily Readings  First Reading:   Second Reading: 
Sunday      (1/24) Joel 3: 1-21   Romans 12:14—13:14 
       Psalm Morning: 131   Evening: 84 
Monday       (1/25) Zechariah 1: 1-21   Romans 14: 1-23 
       Psalm Morning: 6: 4-10   Evening: 67 
Tuesday       (1/26) Zechariah 2: 1—3:10  Romans 15: 1-13 
       Psalm Morning: 18: 46-50  Evening: 134 

Wed.       (1/27) Zechariah 4:1—5:11  Romans 15: 14-33 
       Psalm Morning: 1   Evening: 109 
Thursday     (1/28) Zechariah 6: 1—7:14  Romans 16: 17-27 
       Psalm Morning: 12   Evening: 133 
Friday      (1/29) Zechariah 8: 1-23   2 Timothy 1: 1-18 
       Psalm Morning: 107: 1-9   Evening: 107 

Saturday      (1/30) Zechariah 9: 1-17   2 Timothy 2: 1-26 
       Psalm Morning: 33: 18-22  Evening: 33 
 
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one’s 
calling and daily work; that the Church’s proclamation of Christ’s victory over 
sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.  
Tuesday: Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing, the 
tortured and oppressed and for all who are struggling against sin.  
Wednesday: Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that 
God would strengthen our faith and embolden us to proclaim it.  
Thursday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and 
children live in ordered harmony according to the word of God; pray also for 
parents who must raise children alone.  
Friday: Pray for all who suffer, that they would be strengthened to endure 
their troubles. Pray especially for those who have requested our prayers. (See 
prayer requests listed on the back of the Sunday bulletin) 
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are 
withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds 
to receive God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and the people as they 
prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.  
Sunday: Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is 
indeed risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would keep us faithful to the word and that we would live each day in 
confidence of our salvation through Christ alone.  
Close your devotion with the Morning or Evening Prayer from the Small 
Catechism and the Lord’s Prayer 

Invocation 
In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

Hymn of the Week:   O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair     LSB # 413 

The Small Catechism—Baptism (Part III) 
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household. 

 
How can water do such great things? 
 
Answer: Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with 
the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this 
word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain 
water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that 
is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in 
the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: 
 
“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 
trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3: 5-8)  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Lord Christ, it is certainly not just water, but the Word of God in the 
water that does these great things, along with the faith which trusts 
this Word of God in the water, for without God’s Word the water is 
plain water and no Baptism. We confess and trust that with Your 
Word, this water is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in 
grace, and a washing of new life in the Holy Spirit, as Your apostle 
teaches: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3: 5-8). 
Give us hearts of faith to cling to this trustworthy saying, not 
doubting, but firmly believing that this Baptism now saves us. Hear 
us, for we pray in Your name, Lord Jesus. Amen.  
 
In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been 


