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With this Word you can strengthen your conscience and say, 
“If a hundred thousand devils, together with all fanatics, should 
rush forward, crying, ‘How can bread and wine be Christ’s body 
and blood?’ and such, I know that all spirits and scholars together 
are not as wise as the Divine Majesty in His little finger” [see 1 Cor. 
1:25]. Now here stands Christ’s Word, “Take, eat; this is my 
body….Drink of it all of you; this is My blood of the new 
testament,” and so on. Here we stop to watch those who will call 
themselves His masters and make the matter different from what He 
has spoken. It is true, indeed, that if you take away the Word or 
regard the Sacrament without the words, you have nothing but 
mere bread and wine. But if the words remain with them, as they 
shall and must, then, by virtue of the words, it is truly Christ’s body 
and blood. What Christ’s lips say and speak, so it is. He can never 
lie or deceive [Titus 1:2].  
 

So we have, in a brief way, covered the first point that deals 
with this Sacrament’s essence. Now examine further the 
effectiveness and benefits that really caused the Sacrament to be 
instituted. This is the most necessary part, so that we may know 
what we should seek and gain there. This is plain and clear in the 
words just mentioned, “This is My body and blood, given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Briefly, that is like saying, “For 
this reason we go to the Sacrament: there we receive such a treasure 
by and in which we gain forgiveness of sins.” ”Why so?” “Because 
the words stand here and give us this. Therefore, Christ asks me to 
eat and drink, so that this treasure may be my own and may benefit 
me as a sure pledge and token. In fact, it is the very same treasure 
that is appointed for me against my sins, death, and every disaster.” 
 

 

 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 
31 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will be delivered over to the 
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 
33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he 
will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things. This saying was 
hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said. 

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar 
35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. 36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this 
meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he 
cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who 
were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus stopped 
and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, 
he asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, 
“Lord, let me recover my sight.” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover 
your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 And immediately he 
recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the 
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
 
Collect of the Day (Quinquagesima):  
O Lord, mercifully hear our prayers and having set us free from the 
bonds of our sins deliver us from every evil; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.    



u    Daily Readings  First Reading:   Second Reading: 
Sunday       (2/14)  Job 10: 1-22   John 5: 1-18 
       Psalm Morning: 119: 153-160  Evening: 35  
Monday       (2/15)` Job 11: 1-20   John 5: 19-29 
       Psalm Morning: 57   Evening: 1 
Tuesday       (2/16) Job 12: 1-6, 12-25   John 5: 30-47 
       Psalm Morning: 91   Evening: 119: 1-8 

Wed.       (2/17)  Job 13: 1-12   John 6: 1-21 
       Psalm Morning: 37: 25-29  Evening: 77 
Thursday     (2/18) Job 13: 13-28   John 6: 22-40 
       Psalm Morning: 105: 1, 23, 37-43  Evening: 105 
Friday      (2/19)   Job 14: 1-22   John 6: 41-59 
       Psalm Morning: 53   Evening: 30 

Saturday      (2/20) Job 15: 1-23, 30-35  John 6: 60-71 
       Psalm Morning: 16   Evening: 90 
 
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one’s 
calling and daily work; that the proclamation of Christ’s victory over sin, death 
and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.  
Tuesday: Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing, the 
tortured and oppressed and for all who are struggling against sin.  
Wednesday: Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that 
God would strengthen our faith and embolden us to proclaim it.  
Thursday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and 
children live in ordered harmony according to the word of God; pray also for 
parents who must raise children alone.  
Friday: Pray for all who suffer, that they would be strengthened to endure 
their troubles. Pray especially for those who have requested our prayers. (See 
prayer requests listed on the back of the Sunday bulletin) 
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are 
withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds 
to receive God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and the people as they 
prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.  
Sunday: Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is 
indeed risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would keep us faithful to the word and that we would live each day in 
confidence of our salvation through Christ alone.  
Close your devotion with the Morning or Evening Prayer from the Small 
Catechism and the Lord’s Prayer 

Invocation 
In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 
Apostle’s Creed 

Hymn of the Week:  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB # 849 

 

The Small Catechism—The Sacrament of the Altar (Part II) 
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his 

household. 
 
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
Answer: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For 
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Your holy words, Lord Jesus, “given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins,” bestow on all who believe forgiveness of sins 
in which there is life with You and salvation in the resurrection of 
our bodies. Cause us to cling to Your words and so know that, on 
account of Your Passion, our sins are forgiven, our lives are 
redeemed from death, and our destiny in Your heavenly kingdom 
is made certain; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who 
gave you the bread from heaven, but My father gives you the bread from 
heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the  
world.”       -John 6: 32-33 
 
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all 
partake of the one bread.      
       -1 Cor. 10:17 
 
 
 


