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Just as we have heard about Holy Baptism, so we must also speak 
about the other Sacrament, in these same three points: What is it? What 
are its benefits? and Who is to receive it? And all these points are 
established through the words by which Christ has instituted this 
Sacrament. Everyone who desires to be a Christian and go to this 
Sacrament should know them. For it is not our intention to let people 
come to the sacrament and administer it to them if they do not know 
what they seek or why they come. The words, however, are these: 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” 
 
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it all of you; this is My blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Here also we do not wish to enter into controversy and fight with the 
defamers and blasphemers of this Sacrament, but to learn first (as we 
did with Baptism) what is of the greatest importance. The chief point is 
God’s Word and ordinance or command. For the Sacrament has not 
been invented nor introduced by any man. Without anyone’s counsel 
and deliberation it has been instituted by Christ.  
 
It is the Word, I say, that makes and sets this Sacrament apart. So it is 
not mere bread and wine, but is, and is called, Christ’s body and blood 
[1 Cor. 11: 23-27]. For is said, “When the Word is joined to the element 
or natural substance, it becomes a Sacrament.” The word must make a 
Sacrament out of the element, or else it remains a mere element. 
 

 

 

The Parable of the Sower 
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town 
came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And 
as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the 
birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it 
withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil 
and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

The Purpose of the Parables 
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To 
you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for 
others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they 
hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a 
while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the 
thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked 
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 
15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it 
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 

 
Collect of the Day (Sexagesima):  
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant 
that by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.    



u    Daily Readings  First Reading:   Second Reading: 
Sunday       (2/7)  Job 4: 1-21   John 2: 1-12 
       Psalm Morning: 4   Evening: 18  
Monday       (2/8)` Job 5: 1-27   John 2: 13-25 
       Psalm Morning: 69: 1-4, 8-9, 24, 29-30 Evening: 122 
Tuesday       (2/9)  Job 6: 1-13   John 3: 1-21 
       Psalm Morning: 23: 1-5   Evening: 87 

Wed.       (2/10)  Job 6: 14-30   John 3: 22—4:6 
       Psalm Morning: 38: 1-3, 6, 9-11, 21-22 Evening: 38 
Thursday     (2/11) Job 7: 1-21   John 4: 7-26 
       Psalm Morning: 147: 1-3, 6-11  Evening: 147 
Friday      (2/12)   Job 8: 1-22   John 4: 27-45 
       Psalm Morning: 71: 1-6, 17-18  Evening: 99 

Saturday      (2/13) Job 9: 1-35   John 4: 46-54 
       Psalm Morning: 95: 1-7a      Evening: 70 
 
Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism and for one’s 
calling and daily work; that the Church’s proclamation of Christ’s victory over 
sin, death and the devil would bring comfort to the lost and erring.  
Tuesday: Pray for deliverance from temptation and evil; for the despairing, the 
tortured and oppressed and for all who are struggling against sin.  
Wednesday: Pray for the Church and the proclamation of the Gospel, that 
God would strengthen our faith and embolden us to proclaim it.  
Thursday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and 
children live in ordered harmony according to the word of God; pray also for 
parents who must raise children alone.  
Friday: Pray for all who suffer, that they would be strengthened to endure 
their troubles. Pray especially for those who have requested our prayers. (See 
prayer requests listed on the back of the Sunday bulletin) 
Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are 
withering in the faith or have fallen away; pray for receptive hearts and minds 
to receive God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and the people as they 
prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.  
Sunday: Pray for thankful hearts that rejoice in the Good News that Christ is 
indeed risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would keep us faithful to the word and that we would live each day in 
confidence of our salvation through Christ alone.  
Close your devotion with the Morning or Evening Prayer from the Small 
Catechism and the Lord’s Prayer 

Invocation 
In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

Hymn of the Week:   May God Bestow on Us His Grace     LSB # 824 

The Small Catechism—The Sacrament of the Altar (Part I) 
As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household. 

 
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
Answer: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us 
Christians to eat and to drink.  
 
Where is this written? 
Answer: The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul, 
write:  
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Lord Jesus Christ, on the solemn night of Your betrayal, You 
established the Sacrament, giving us Your true body and blood under 
bread and wine for us Christians to eat and drink. We praise You for 
this wonderous testament and pray that You would lead us to eat and 
drink Your body and blood, trusting Your promise alone; for You live 
and reign with the Father and Holy Spirit, ever one God. Amen.  
 
 
 
 


